TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL
LICENSING AND APPEALS COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 10th March, 2020
Present:

Cllr D Keers (Chairman), Cllr Mrs P A Bates, Cllr A E Clark,
Cllr M A Coffin,
Cllr
Mrs F A Kemp,
Cllr
Mrs R F Lettington,
Cllr H S Rogers,
Cllr
R V Roud,
Cllr
N G Stapleton
and
Cllr F G Tombolis
Councillors R P Betts, N J Heslop and D Lettington were also present
pursuant to Council Procedure Rule No 15.21.
Apologies for absence were received
Mrs J A Anderson, M C Base and D W King

from

Councillors

PART 1 - PUBLIC
LA 20/1

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest in accordance with the Code of
Conduct.

LA 20/2

MINUTES
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and
Appeals Committee held on 26 November 2019 be approved as a
correct record and signed by the Chairman.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PART 3 OF THE CONSTITUTION
(RESPONSIBILITY FOR COUNCIL FUNCTIONS)

LA 20/3

SEX ESTABLISHMENTS AND SEXUAL ENTERTAINMENT
VENUES - POLICY FOR 2020-2023
The report of the Director of Central Services advised that the current
Policy on Licensing Sex Shops, Sex Cinemas and Sexual Entertainment
Venues was published in 2017 and had a life span of three years.
Consideration was given to the approval of an updated draft policy for
consultation purposes and the possibility of extending its end date to
2025. Details were given of the proposed consultation timetable and
procedure for approval of the new policy.
RESOLVED: That the draft policy set out at Annex A to the report be
approved for consultation and be extended to run for a five year period,
subject to any significant legislative changes.
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LA 20/4

10 March 2020

AIR QUALITY CONSULTATION FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND
PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES
The report of the Director of Central Services referred to the motion
agreed by the Council on 9 July 2019 supporting climate change
mitigation and the production of a revised draft Climate Change Strategy
including deliverable performance indicators and an aspiration for
Tonbridge and Malling to be carbon neutral by 2030. The report gave
details of the approach by Licensing Services, primarily focusing on
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle licences with a view to
ensuring a carbon neutral licensed taxi fleet by 2030.
Details were given of the type of vehicles currently licensed together with
a breakdown according to Euro emissions status. A number of options
for delivering a carbon neutral position by 2030 and potential impact on
fee income were outlined. Members discussed the implications of a
progressive restriction on the type of vehicles licensed by emissions
level over the next ten years and requested clarification of certain
elements of the Euro emissions standards. Further information was also
sought on the practice of other licensing authorities in Kent and scope
for collaborative work, the possibility of introducing different tiers of fares
for low carbon vehicles and the ability to issue fixed penalties for idling
vehicles.
It was agreed that the report and points raised by Members form the
basis for a draft consultation document to be presented at the next
meeting and progressed in parallel with work on the Council’s overall
Climate Change Strategy. A list of consultees and proposed timetable
would also be submitted.
RESOLVED: That a draft consultation document on emission levels for
taxi and private hire vehicles over the next ten years be presented for
consideration at the next meeting of the Committee.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
There were no items considered in private.

The meeting ended at 8.17 pm

2

