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Ms Louise Reid 
Director of Planning.Housing and 
Environmental Health 
Development Control 
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council 
Gibson Building, Gibson Drive 
Kings Hill, West Malling 
Kent 
ME19 4LZ 

For the attention of Mark Fewster 

SENT BY EMAIL 

Kent 
County 
Council 
kent.gov.uk 

Heritage 
EPE GT 
lnvicta House 
County Hall 
MAIDSTONE 
ME141XX 

Phone: 03000 413448 
Ask for: Ms Wendy Rogers 
Email: wendy.rogers@kent.gov.uk 

23 November 2018 

Re: TM/18/02093 OA - Land off Lavenders Road Swan Street West Malling 

Thank you for your letter consulting us on the above outline planning application for up to 80 
dwellings and associated works. 

The site of the application lies in a sensitive area for the historic environment and the 
proposed development may have an impact on several designated heritage assets and their 
settings. The proposed development is situated extremely close to the Scheduled Monument 
of St Mary's Abbey, an extensive walled religious complex, of early Medieval origins. As 
such I recommend consultation with Historic England. 

The proposed scheme may also have an impact on nearby designated historic buildings 
including Lavenders, West Malling Station and Went House and their settings. It is also 
likely to have an impact on West Malling historic town. As such I recommend consultation 
with the District Conservation Officer. 

With regard to the general heritage background for this site, there is potential for prehistoric 
remains on the basis of the location within a stream valley. Although no prehistoric remains 
have been located within the application site itself, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron 
Age remains have been found in the nearby area. Roman remains are recorded from this 
area, including from within the abbey complex, and it is suggested that St Leonard Street is 
on the alignment of a Roman road which continues along the western side of the abbey 
complex. 

St Mary's Abbey is considered to be of early Medieval origins but it is possible that an earlier 
Early Medieval religious complex was here prior to that and early buildings may survive 
below current ground levels. There is potential for Early Medieval remains to survive on the 
site, some of which could be sensitive, either include burials or significant remains directly 
associated with St Mary's Abbey. It is of particular interest that the abbey incorporates the 
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