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TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

PARISH PARTNERSHIP PANEL 
 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, 26th May, 2022 
 

Present: Cllr R W Dalton (Chair), Cllr Mrs M Tatton (Vice-Chair), 
Cllr Mrs J A Anderson, Cllr R P Betts, Cllr B J Luker, Cllr M R Rhodes 
and Cllr M Taylor, representatives of Addington, Birling, 
Borough Green, East Malling and Larkfield, East Peckham, Hadlow, 
Hildenborough, Ightham, Kings Hill, Platt, Plaxtol, Shipbourne, 
Wateringbury, West Malling and Wrotham Parish Councils, and 
County Councillors S Hudson, A Kennedy and H Rayner.   
 
(Note: As Borough Councillor Mrs A Kemp, Dr T Shelley (Vice-Chair 
and representative of Aylesford PC) and Mrs C Short (Vice-Chair of 
KALC T&M) were unable to attend in person and participated via 
MS Teams they were unable to vote on any matters)  
 

 Borough Councillors D Davis, D Keers, R Roud and D Thornewell 
were present in the Council Chamber pursuant to Council Procedure 
Rule No 15.21.   
 
Borough Councillors M Boughton, M Hood and J Sergison 
participated via MS Teams and joined the discussion when invited to 
do so by the Chair in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 
No 15.21.   
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs S Bell, 
M A Coffin, P M Hickmott and N G Stapleton, from Burham, Ryarsh, 
and Wouldham Parish Councils and from County Cllr Mrs S Hohler. 

  
PART 1 - PUBLIC 
 

PPP 22/9    MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED:   That the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2022 
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

PPP 22/10    UPDATE ON ACTION IDENTIFIED IN THE LAST MINUTES  
 
The Chair advised that no updates had been identified in advance of the 
meeting. 
 

PPP 22/11    GENERAL POLICING AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR  
 
Alison Finch, Safer and Stronger Communities Manager, and Inspector 
Lizzie Jones of Kent Police provided detailed PowerPoint presentations 
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in response to the following issues/questions which had been raised in 
advance of the meeting by Aylesford, Hadlow, Hildenborough and West 
Malling parish councils:- 
 

(1) E-scooters (Aylesford and Hadlow) 
(2) Driving Standards (Aylesford) 
(3) Community Safety Unit – General Update (West Malling) 
(4) What arrangements are made for the cover of Police Community 

Support Officers when off for a long period of time? 
(Hildenborough) 

(5) What arrangements are in place for regular visits to parishes and 
communities by PCSOs and Police? (Hadlow) 

(6) Anti-Social Behaviour (Hadlow) 
 
Inspector Jones’s presentation detailed Kent Police current crime levels 
compared to 2019 (pre-pandemic).  This showed that Tonbridge and 
Malling district had achieved the greatest crime reduction in Kent from 
an already-low base.  The presentation detailed the CSU’s services 
including its approach to problem solving, vulnerability and rural crime.  
Kent Police’s latest official communication, from ACC Ayling, regarding 
PCSO numbers was referenced. 
 
In response to a supplementary comment from Hadlow PC regarding the 
lack of a visible presence of both PCSOs and the Police within the 
parish Inspector Jones expressed the hope that the current, national, 
recruitment campaign would lead to an increase in the number of Police 
Officers within the year. 
 
A number of Members commented on the need to encourage 
communities to report incidents to the Police, who could only act on 
matters that they were aware of.  Inspector Jones stated that she 
understood and appreciated the effect crime could have on individuals 
but the Police had limited resources which had to be allocated where the 
most harm was being done.  Attention was drawn to the services 
provided by the CSU and, in particular, the work undertaken by Michele 
Leak, the Anti-Social Behaviour Officer.  In response to comments on 
the increased incidence of fly-tipping, the Panel was advised that this 
issue would be included on the agenda for the Panel meeting to be held 
on 1 September 2022. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Community Services, Des Keers, offered to 
contact the Police and Crime Commissioner and invite him to attend a 
future meeting of the Panel to address the issues raised in respect of 
General Policing and Anti-Social Policing and, in particular, enforcement 
powers and the availability of funding.  
 
The presentation provided by the Safer and Stronger Communities 
Manager is attached as an annex to these Minutes. 
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PPP 22/12    LOCAL PLAN  
 
The Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning and Infrastructure, 
Councillor Dave Davis, provided an update on the Local Plan, outlined 
the current position and stressed the importance of the Plan to every 
resident within the Borough and outlined the timetable for consultation 
and submission to the Secretary of State.  He drew attention to the 
contribution which could be made by parish and town councils, 
particularly in respect of the Regulation 18 Consultation to be 
undertaken in August to October 2022.  It was noted that the Local Plan 
would be included as an item on every Panel agenda.   
 

PPP 22/13    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
The Democratic Services Officer provided an update on the items 
included in the Panel’s Forward Plan and reminded the Panel of the 
dates and arrangements for its meetings in the current municipal year. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.30 pm 
 
 


